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Brevard Zoo welcomes first sloth baby

MELBOURNE, Fla., November 8, 2018 — Brevard Zoo greeted a new furry face on
Wednesday, October 17 when Linnaeus's two-toed sloth Tango gave birth around 5 p.m.
The as-yet-unnamed newborn, who is the first sloth born at the Zoo, did not remain with
the mother overnight and will be hand-raised.

“When we found the baby away from Tango, we tried to reunite them,” said Lauren Hinson,
a curator of animals at the Zoo. “But the new mother was not nursing, nor did she show
interest in the newborn. Tango is a first-time mother whose inexperience likely led her to
not care for the little one.”

Hinson has stepped in to provide round-the-clock care for the sloth, who is fed goat's milk
every two and a half hours. Because newborn sloths are inclined to cling onto their mother,
animal care staff gave the baby its choice of materials to hold onto; ironically, the little guy
chose a sloth blanket from the Zoo's gift shop. Hinson expects to provide substantial care
for at least five months, after which will begin the weaning process.

The youngster, who weighed 11.2 ounces at birth, is also the offspring of male sloth Dustin.
The newborn’s sex is unknown at the time as laboratory testing is sometimes needed to
determine the sex of sloths. The length of the species’ gestation is not exactly known, but
likely sits between six and 12 months.

Notorious for their slow-paced lifestyle, Linnaeus'’s two-toed sloths face challenges from
habitat loss and the exotic pet trade in central and South America.

Photos and video:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/bbmz4uebkydggju/AADSVIipWiuMmj8MiFNTGx|na
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Brevard Zoo is home to more than 900 animals representing 195 species from all over the world.
As a not-for-profit organization, it is a leader in the fields of animal wellness, education and
conservation. More information is available at www.brevardzoo.org.

Treetop Trek features five aerial obstacle courses that whisk guests above parts of the Zoo and

through lush Florida landscapes. More information is available at www.treetoptrek.com.
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